Pentecostal Baptist Church

Pastor’s Power Hour

Action Plan for Post Secondary Success

9th Grade

· Credits for graduation start

· Start portfolio of report cards/awards/achievements

· Get acquainted with school counselor

· Course selection for college bound students:

4 yrs. English

3 yrs. Math

2-4 yrs. foreign language

2-3 yrs. Natural science

2-3 yrs. History/Social Studies

1 yr. Art

1 yr. Electives

· Research possible career goals /volunteer opportunities/extra- curricular activities

· 9th Grade TAKS- Reading and Math--- download practice tests from TEA website

10th Grade

· Continue to up-date portfolio

· Research AP classes

· Practice for PSAT

· Start considering college options/search internet for colleges and those that offer interested majors

· PSAT—October of each year

· 10th Grade TAKS—English/Language Arts; Math, Science and Social Studies

11th Grade

· Continue up-dating portfolio
· Search for scholarships/requirements
· Keep grades up
· SAT, ACT
· Review your academic record with counselor for accuracy/discrepancies
· Review admission requirements for interested schools
· Retake SAT if scores aren’t satisfactory; send to interested schools
· Take EXIT TAKS test in Spring
· Review credits for accuracy
· Take summer enrichment courses to build vocabulary skills
· Consider a summer job/ build responsibility
· Volunteer opportunities/ builds character and a requirement on most college applications
12th Grade

· Start narrowing your college choices/review requirements
· If applying for early decision/early action—many applications are due in October
· Retakes for TAKS begin in October, Feb., and April
· Start asking for recommendations from teachers and or counselors
· Create final list for colleges—watch deadlines for admissions
· Official SAT/ACT scores should be sent to interested schools
· Applications to FAFSA (Free Application for Student Financial Aid) online with parents should be done on or immediately after Jan.1st of senior year
· Discuss financial options w/family
·   Loans/financial aid/scholarships
· After FAFSA is submitted- you should receive a SAR (Student Aid Report information sheet) check for accuracy/ mistakes
· Complete all scholarship applications
· Follow up with applied schools to see if they have received all needed information
· Check to see if schools have completed application process for acceptance letters
· If you are accepted to more than one school, notify alternates of your choice
· Be sure that your high school registrar sends your transcripts to selected colleges
· Have a check up with your family physician/ TB skin test/ update shot record;
· Consider taking a meningitis vaccination before heading off to school
